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betraying it in the end ; and I don't think you'll betray it
with them." At the time Carson did not treat the taunt of
the bitter old Radical against his opponents very seriously.
But after he had concluded his speech in the Lords on
the Treaty with Ireland in 1922, he suddenly remembered
Harcourt's prophecy twenty-eight years before, and cursed
himself for not using it.
During the stormy and  exacting session which lasted
through the year 1892 almost without a recess, Carson had
many opportunities to develop his Parliamentary talents. On
the r 3th February, 1893, Mr. Gladstone begged leave to
introduce his second Home Rule Bill. Its great distinction from
the previous measure was the retention of Irish members at
Westminster in full force for " Imperial " questions, contrary
to Gladstone's express declaration in 1886. It began with a
vague preamble asserting the supremacy of the Imperial
Parliament, " whereas it is expedient, without impairing or
restricting the supreme authority of Parliament." Certain
paramount powers were reserved to the Imperial Parlia-
ment ; peace or war, foreign affairs, customs and coinage ;
above all, the whole land question, from which the entire
Irish agitation had originated and gathered its strength, was
reserved to the Imperial Parliament for three years. Those
who cast vain regrets backwards to  Gladstone's  second
Home Rule Bill, and curse the men who brought it down,
would do well to ponder these reservations. This was no
permanent settlement, as was claimed :  apart from the
transcending difficulty of Ulster, where the most dreadful
riots would have broken out on any attempt to force an All-
Ireland Parliament upon them, there were in these reserva-
tions causes for endless disputes and bitterness : with the
Irish at Westminster still holding the balance, and free to
vote on any question of no confidence in the Government,
there is much to be said for the view that this Home Rule
Bill, so far from being a solution, would have proved an
aggravation of the Irish problem. How much of the reserved
ground the Irish Parliament would have gained, and by
what means and what would have been its attitude and
bearing during a European War, it is not any longer useful